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Carbon Footprint
Samuel Quinn O’Flaherty is a
twelve-year-old climate activist and
Knocklyon resident. He was recently
appointed as an AnTaisce Climate
Ambassador, and has undertaken
training in climate science and
climate communications. He has
written an article for the Knocklyon
News about carbon footprints.
TREAD CAREFULLY
A carbon footprint is the amount of
carbon dioxide that you produce
during your everyday activities. This
includes driving or purchasing things
packaged in plastic. Carbon dioxide
is damaging because it is a
greenhouse gas. As the name
suggests, these gases are packed
beneath the ozone layer. This
greenhouse effect causes holes to
form in the ozone layer which allows
the sun to heat up our planet more
than it needs to. This heat is now
melting the ice in the Arctic, and in
the not so distant future will cause
deadly, more frequent weather
events such as droughts, tsunamis
and avalanches. If the earth’s
temperature increases by just two
degrees Celsius, various parts of

Ireland will be submerged in water.
Here we have a few things that you
can do to prevent this.
FIVE SIMPLE THINGS THAT WE
CAN DO TO DECREASE OUR
CARBON FOOTPRINT
Meatless Mondays
We can make a target not to eat meat
on specific days of the week. This
can take the form of Meatless
Monday, Tofu Tuesday or Fish on
Friday.
Skip the Plastic
We can choose loose fruit and
vegetables in the supermarket. When
shopping for fruit and vegetables,
remember that almost all of them
already grow with a natural skin,
which
makes
plastic
wrap
unnecessary.

Conscious Shopping
Think about what you purchase, and
decide if you really need it. If you are
going to the shop, make a list to
avoid buying things that you didn’t
originally plan to. If you know that
an item is only going to be used
once, borrow it from a friend instead
of buying a new one, and if you can’t
do that, try to buy it second hand,
saving your money and your planet.
Choose to Reuse
Single use water bottles, plastic
cutlery and plastic bags can all be
replaced with a long-term ecofriendly solution. A small price for
something that will be part of your
normal life in the future.

A nice walk
If you need to go somewhere and
you are within walking distance of it,
why take the car when you can have
a relaxing walk, and reduce your
carbon footprint while doing it.
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Holly Anne Hughes, Dalriada Square
Mollie Edel Moore, Orlagh Meadows
Freya Anna Moore, Orlagh Meadows
Seán Martin Masterson, Woodstown
Walk
Ailbhe Susan Kelly Ward, Dalriada
Park

Fiadh Nance Prendergast,
Woodstown Place
Rían David Cullen, Boden Park,
Rathfarham
Cillian Peter Lafferty, Eden Grove,
Rathfarnham
Aria Violet Jeanne Flanagan,
Lansdowne Park
Gabrielle Grace Gaughran, Glenvara
Park
Tom William Whinfield, Beverly
Grove
Evie Maggie Dempsey, Woodstown
Heights
Elizabeth Mary Muldowney, Woodfield

Sloane Patricia McKerrow,
Coolamber Court
Stirling Kennedy McKerrow,
Coolamber Court
Scott Cohen Prendergast, Abbot’s
Grove Park
Harry Michael Bracken, Woodstown
Heath
Conor William Cahill, Idrone Park
Nathan Paul Desmond Clifford,
Dalriada Court
Anna Olivia Reynolds, Ashton
Avenue
Andrew Patrick Murray, Castlefield
Green

Recently Deceased

Maeve Holmes, Orwell
Stephen O’Brien, Knockcullen Drive
Teresa Moore, Idrone Park
Maria Morgan, Templeroan Avenue
Anthony Murphy, Ashton Close
Desmond Rochford, Knockcullen
Drive

Brian Flynn, Lansdowne Park
Thomas Halpin, Green Acre Court
Seán Farrell, Woodstown Meadow
Phil Helly, Dargle Wood
Maureen McCann, Idrone Drive
Geraldine Long, Woodbrook Park

Development Officer on our
Executive Committee. We wish Dave
every success in his new role and we
know the club is in very safe hands.

Club News
At our recent AGM we said a virtual
goodbye and thanks to our outgoing
Chairman, Donal Skelly. Part of our
club for over fifteen years and
occupying many roles from Team
Manager to Honorary Secretary and
more recently Chairman, Donal was
the driving force behind so many
achievements
including
the
successful campaign to save
Ballycullen.
We were privileged to work with
Donal, an absolute gentleman,
always so professional and obliging.
He will be missed, but we know his
experience and helpful nature will
benefit our club for years to come.
Dave Buggy has been appointed
as our new Chairman. Dave has
been involved in the club for many
years as Team Manager and as

Dave Buggy

KNOCKLYON

DRIVING SCHOOL

★ Beginner & Pre-Test Specialist
★ Test Routes Covered ★ Dual Controlled Car
★ Car Available for the Driving Test
★ Free Local Pick-Up & Drop-Offs

Call or Text Tom McWalter
087 2483364

Community Award
We were delighted to congratulate
Mick Kennedy on receiving a joint
award in the Best Community
Worker category in the recent Close
To Home Heroes Awards. Mick was
nominated in recognition of the
development of Football For All in
our club. Mick is passionate about
affording the opportunity for all
children with special needs to have
access to football.

our academy girls, upto our under
13s.We were proud to partner up
with the 20x20 campaign, raising the
profile of Irish women in sport. We
are committed to expanding this
section and invite more girls to get
involved in football. We are also
interested in putting together a
Ladies team. For more information,
email knocklyonutd@gmail.com

Our youngest and oldest players,
Alexandra and Indi.

Mick Kennedy and Cllr. Deirdre
O’Donovan

Football for All
Our Football for All section is
growing from strength to strength
and now has 48 players, boys and
girls aged 4-16, many of whom come
from Down Syndrome Ireland and
Autism Ireland. Mick and the team
are always looking for new players
and the programme will continue to
evolve with plans for more mixed
mini world cups and a new league
for Football for All players. For more
information, contact Mick on 086
266 9311.

Return to Football
We are anxiously waiting for the
next government announcement
regarding the possibility of returning
to the pitches. As soon as restrictions
ease, we will be back to a full
programme of football as soon as we
can. In the meantime, we urge all our
players to stay safe, keep practicing
and we will see you back on the
pitches as soon as we can.

Girls’ Section
We are planning to expand our girls’
section to complement the 70 girls
currently registered at our club, from

JOHN G. BASQUEL & CO.

• Registered Auditors and Accountants •
• Tax and Business Consultants •
Camden House, 7 Upper Camden Street,
Dublin 2. Tel: 476 2020.
14 Woodfield, Scholarstown Road,
Rathfarnham.
Tel: 493 7136.

JOHN GIBBONS
Painter
Paper Hanging
Serving Knocklyon
for over 25 years

Tel: 494 2181 / 087 2759711
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Within 5km
Now that we are restricted to leisure activities within a
5k limit, we thought we’d showcase a few places that
you mightn’t have ever been to before. We’re very lucky
in Knocklyon to have the mountains within easy reach,
along with lovely parks and green areas. If like many of
us you’ve taken to walking for the lack of much else to
do, you can reach all of these places with not too much
effort. With the improvement in the weather lately, a
walk to any of these amenities is very pleasant, and you
can get a takeaway coffee on the way home to round off
a relaxing afternoon!
St Colmcille’s Well
Many of our readers will know this holy well,
particularly those who attended St Colmcille’s Primary
School. On or around the 9th of June each year the
children, led by priests, teachers, and parents would
walk up from the school for a gathering in honour of St
Colmcilles. The legend is that the saint stopped here in
ancient times, and blessed the well after stopping there
to quench his thirst. In the early 20th century a niche
containing a statue of the saint was erected, thanks to
the efforts of two local priests. In more modern times
those of us who walked up to the well on June 9th
enjoyed the peaceful surroundings of the countryside,
and the ice creams handed out by the teachers on the
way home! There is a short film of the well, made in
1962 by RTÉ as Gaeilge (link below) and it’s well worth
a watch to see what Knocklyon looked like then.
To get there head up Ballycullen Road past the Dal
Riada estate and Abbots Grove, and the well is a short
walk up the road on the left. Be careful of the traffic!
https://www.rte.ie/archives/2016/0603/793220-stcolmcilles-holy-well/
Dodder Valley Park
This is a lovely amenity to have on our doorstep, and
one that many of us have only discovered in greater
detail in recent times. The park extends from Old Bawn
Bridge (parts of which date from the 1840s) down as far
as Rathfarnham – a distance of 6km. It’s a lovely
peaceful walk along the banks of the river, and if you
look carefully you can spot foxes and many bird species.
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Walking down from the bridge at Old Bawn towards
Templeogue you’ll come across the weir at Firhouse
which many of us in the parish would know. What
many don’t know is that this weir dates from the 13th
century. Dublin’s water before that date was supplied by
the Poddle, but in the early 13th century was deemed
insufficient to meet the city’s needs. The monks of St
Thomas’ Abbey in Thomas St built the weir before 1244,
and shortly after that the weir was altered to increase the
flow of water. The Dodder – Poddle water system was
completed about the middle of the 13th century and
remained in operation for 500 years.

Marlay Park
This is one of the biggest and loveliest parks around,
and right on our doorstep. It comprises 210 acres of
woodland, ponds, walks, as well as a par three golf
course, children’s playground and a craft centre and
coffee shop. Opened in 1975 it quickly became popular
with the residents of south Dublin. There have been
concerts there since 2000 and in 2013 the Longitude
music festival was held there for the first time.
Marlay House is a fine example of 18th century
architecture and over the years was extended and
remodelled by several owners. In 1992 restoration of
the house began, and the coat of arms of the original
owners the La Touche family, was restored to Marlay
House.
The Wicklow Way which extends to 132km, starts in
the car park adjacent to the park, and heads all the way
south towards the Dublin hills, finally ending up in
Clonegal Co Carlow. If you were feeling adventurous
you could do it in stages over a week or two! Enjoy!
We hope we have given you a few ideas of places to
see – this is only a flavour of what’s out there. You could
check out Bushy Park, Bohernabreena Reservoir, the
Hellfire Club, Lord Ely’s Gate, St Enda’s Park, or
Massey’s Wood. Let’s hope the weather gets warmer
over the next couple of weeks and we can all get out
and enjoy ourselves.
by Evelyn Irving

Mass at 10 a.m.
Palms will be blessed at the 10 a.m. Mass and
will be avai
aila
lable in the church from 11 a.m.
onwar
onw
ards.

Monday 29 March - 8 p.m.

7 p.m.

Mass of the

3 p.m.
7.30 p.m. Stations of the Cross
10 a.m.

Mass of the Resurrection

Holy Week and Easter Services may be viewed
online at www.knocklyonparish.ie
JUST FOR FUN!
PIANO LESSONS FOR
ADULT BEGINNERS

Baby Andrew Patrick Murray from Castlefield celebrated his
Christening Day on 19th December 2020 with his parents,
Debbie and Derek and his brothers, Zack and Senan.

Treat your Loved One to a
Gift Voucher
One to One, Face to Face,
Mask to Mask Piano Lessons!
Conducted in a well-ventilated
environment compliant with Guidelines.
(Royal Irish Academy of Music Examination
preparation if so desired)
CONTACT: Sharon Tiernan 0876839495
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KNOCKLYON PARISH
PASTORAL COUNCIL

“ Our mission is to be a means of
making present the Kingdom of God
in Knocklyon. We endeavour to do
this with clergy and lay people taking
responsibility to work together in
promoting and supporting an
environment for growth in the
Christian life through dialogue,
proclamation, charitable outreach,
worship and celebration. “
The above wording is the mission
statement of the Knocklyon Parish
Pastoral Council and it reflects the
aim of the Council to be an active
and vibrant force for the Christian
development of our Parish.
It is likely that many of us are not
very familiar with how our Parish
Pastoral Council actually works and
the purpose of these few words is to
provide a brief outline of the work of
the Council and its place in our faith
community.
Firstly, let us look at who makes
up the membership of the Council.
The Council is constituted under
Canon Law and is directed by the
Archbishop to assist in the
development of Christian worship.
Its membership can be between eight
and fifteen people, comprising of
elected and ex officio members. Ex
officio members are individuals who
by virtue of their office are “engaged
in pastoral ministry in the parish”
and cannot exceed 50% of the total
membership. Examples of such
membership are the priests of the
parish, parish Deacon etc. The
remaining members are drawn from
the community after a selection
process following the seeking of
nominations
from
interested
parishioners. Members serve for an
initial two year term with the
possibility of a two year extension. A
maximum of three members can be
appointed because of their expertise.
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The Council elects a Chairperson
and a Secretary. By virtue of his
office, the Parish Priest will preside
over and ratify all decisions of the
Council.
So, what does the Council do ?
The purpose of the Council is to
encourage
a
service
of
evangelization and mission. It seeks
to do this through dialogue to
prayerfully identify, consider, support
and serve the needs of the parish
community by getting to know the
groups and individuals who together
comprise our Christian community.
Among these groups are parish
residents, regular worshippers, our
Primary and Secondary school
communities, those involved in
liturgical and musical ministries,
Apostolic groups such as the Society
of St Vincent de Paul, caring
agencies, prayer groups, the
marginalized,
our
full
time
employees and all our volunteers.
The Council meets once a month
except for the months of July and
August and it sets out to implement
its action plan in collaboration with
the Parish Priest. This focuses on all
major areas of pastoral concern,
including the following:
a) The building up of a dynamic
Christian community
b) The enablement of parishioners to
foster awareness of their Baptismal
and Confirmation mandates
c) Evaluation of projects undertaken
d) Development of policies and
procedures relevant to Parish
activity
e) Reaching out to vulnerable groups
in the community
f) Communication with the Parish
community
through
church
notices, newsletters, parish website
etc.
g) Assisting the Parish Priest in the
design and development of
Church ceremonies
Each member of the Council is
expected to attend regularly and
provide input to the deliberations of
the Council. They are also required,
where possible, to assist with the
implementation of parish policies
and to avail of ongoing training and
formation. Meetings are expected to

last no longer than two hours, a
proportion of which time will be
allocated to prayer and reflection.
The Council sends representatives
to meetings of the Dublin South
Deanery, which is the body
representing our group of local
parishes. It also has a working
relationship with the various teams
working in Archbishop’s House and
the Diocesan offices.
The last year has been difficult for
all faith communities. The various
Lockdowns required to support our
Health system in the current
pandemic has meant that our
churches have been closed to public
worship for the best part of a year.
This has created added difficulties for
the Council and all meetings are
currently held by Zoom. Throughout
the pandemic, the Council has
attempted to provide the best
possible
interaction
with
parishioners, within the Government
restrictions and there is hope that
with the successful rollout of the
vaccines, we will soon get back to
public worship and the distribution
of the sacraments.
The
Council
is
deeply
appreciative of the support it
receives from our parish community
and we look forward to welcoming
everyone back to the church, as soon
as restrictions permit.
RAY PHILLIPS
The wife and family of the late
Ray Phillips, Knocklyon Close,
who died 19/01/20,would like to
thank all from Knocklyon who
attended Ray's funeral and who
supported us at such a sad time. A
Mass will be offered for your
intentions.

Gaelscoil Confirmation
December 2020

BAKING AND COOKING DURING LOCKDOWN
by Áine Ryan, Aged 11

During lockdown it is very easy to
get bored because all our activities
are cancelled. I started baking as
something to do and found that I
really enjoyed it, so I started cooking
as well. I think cooking and baking
are great things to be doing to let
your creativity out. I now do
www.cookalicious.ie teen takeovers
and would highly recommend them.
They are for teens and preteens and
take place over zoom. I know that
there are also many other online
cooking and baking courses for teens
and adults. I did an Italian one with
my dad. In case you would like to do
some seasonal baking I have
prepared a recipe that I made and
loved. Hope you enjoy!

EXTREMELY EASY
SPRING CUPCAKES
Ingredients
110g softened butter
110g golden caster sugar
2 large eggs
1/2 tsp vanilla extract
110g self raising flour
Butter cream
150g softened butter
300g icing sugar
3 tbsp milk
Yellow food dye & icing flowers
Method
Step 1 Heat the oven to 180C/160C
fan. Fill cupcake tray with twelve cases.

Step 2 Using electric whisk beat
butter and sugar together. Whisk in
eggs.
Step 3 Add vanilla extract, selfraising flour and a pinch of salt and
whisk. Pour into the cases.
Step 4 Bake for 15 mins until golden
brown.
Step 5 To make the butter cream
whisk the butter until super soft then
add icing sugar and vanilla extract.
Step 6 Whisk until smooth then beat
in milk and add yellow food dye.
Step 7 Pipe or spoon the butter
cream onto cooled cupcakes and
add icing flowers.
Step 8 Enjoy!
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St Colmcille’s Senior School
The staff and pupils of St
Colmcille’s Senior NS were
delighted to return to school on
Monday the 15th of March
following the second extended
closure due to Covid-19. All are
now looking forward to a bright,
active and happy final term in
school.
Teachers and pupils alike were
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busily engaged in remote
learning throughout January and
February. These photos give some
small insight into the work
completed – they are examples of
unique creations by some of our
pupils in response to art and
science activities which were part
of their learning programmes.
Included is work by the following

students: Liam O Sullivan, Jay
Shi, Laura Johnleo, Evan Finn,
Hannah Power, Rhys McNamara,
Ramy Ibrahim, Andrew Searson,
Chloe Morgan, Valerie Adeyemi,
Aidan Kennedy, Lucas Mohan,
Alex Fraser, Annie Poznanski and
Alex Henderson.
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Book review by Jenny Crossley
The Bolter – Frances Osbourne.
Idina Sackville was the toast of the
London debutants in 1911. Five foot
three, slight, girlish, impeccably
dressed, she dazzled men and
women alike. Not conventionally
beautiful, she could nonetheless
“whistle a chap off a branch.”
Her fiancée was millionaire Euan Wallace. Kind, funny
and charming he was a social animal, noting in his diary
with whom he lunched, tea-ed and dined.
Quickly pregnant after marrying, there was no time for
Idina to slacken. There were two houses to renovate and
a hectic social life to maintain.
Their plans were disrupted by the first world war. Euan
signed up for duty and Idina was left to give birth alone to
their first son, David. Wounded by shrapnel in Belgium,
Euan was sent back to England. Within the first few weeks
of their reunion, barely three months after giving birth,
Idina was pregnant again.
Every night there was a different dance to attend. Euan
with dashing good looks, a fortune, a war wound and
mentioned in dispatches was surrounded by women
looking for a dance. He didn’t disappoint them. His
behaviour showed Idina the direction the marriage was
going, by taking lovers among her friends. Idina retaliated
by designing a secret passage to her bedroom in the plans
for their Scottish retreat, Kildonan. If Euan wasn’t going to
be there for her, Idina needed someone else to be.
Idina made the most of Euan’s periods of leave at
home. Unfortunately, she had a love rival to contend
with. Her sister Avie’s best friend, Barbie Lutyens caught
Euan’s eye. The stunning daughter of Britain’s most
famous architect, she was determined to improve her
social status. She was a constant at Euan and Idina’s side,
turning up at dances, Wimbledon, and even hopping into
the passenger seat in their car.
During Euan’s four month leave at home, Idina was
recovering from a dose of pneumonia.
Euan had no time for illness, and carried on his hectic
social life regardless, dancing to the latest gramophone
records with Avie and Barbie all night, while Idina lay ill
upstairs. It was to prove to be a fateful set of

circumstances for Idina. After months of living almost
separate lives it was Idina who took action. If her
marriage was going to fall apart, it would at least be she
who did the leaving rather than the one who was left
behind.
Idina took a lover, a Scot called Charles Gordon.
Similar in looks to Euan, he was a lot more laid back,
living off an inheritance. He told Idina fascinating stories
about living in Africa and soon she became hell-bent on
creating a new life there.
Idina’s divorce from Euan came at a high price. Not
only would the children, David and Gerard stay with their
father, but Idina would be refused all contact with them.
Idina married Charles with three witnesses and sailed
for Kenya. She had bolted.
Charles and Idina won three thousand acre farm in the
highlands outside Nairobi in a government lottery. They
fell in love with the scenery, working the land and going
on safari. After ten months, all was not well within the
marriage. Charles had none of the drive Idina possessed.
A year after her divorce from Euan, she returned to
London. Did she think the divorce was a mistake and
yearned to get back with Euan? If so, her plan didn’t come
to fruition. The same week that Idina arrived in London,
Euan proposed to Barbie, who readily accepted him. The
chance of any reconciliation between Euan and Idina,
was impossible.
Euan never mentioned Idina’s name again.
The second half of the book is a fascinating account of
how Idina tried to re-invent her life. She became a
member of the “Happy Valley Set”. This enclave in the
White Highlands of Kenya, inspired the question "Are you
married or do you live in Kenya?" due to the escapades of
British aristocrats in exile.
She divorced Charles and remarried three times. She
visited England and attempted to reconcile with her sons,
but never lived there again.
The Happy Valley Set experienced a horse-whipping, a
murder, an attempted murder-suicide among other
events. All her life, Idina wore a large pearl ring, which
Euan had given her. Towards the end of her eventful life
she admitted, “I should never have left Euan.”

Winner of the Memorex Culture Award
GAELTACHT SUMMER COURSES 2019 FOR STUDENTS 8 -18 years

“The Most Comprehensive, Enjoyable and Affordable Gaeltacht Course in Ireland”
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The Irish Times.

www.bodengaa.ie
Our annual club membership for 2021 is now due.
Renewal emails have been sent out to all our members.
The club wishes to thank everyone in advance for their
ongoing support. If anyone didn’t receive an email or
is having difficulty renewing online, please email our
club registrar, Gerry at registrar@ballyboden.ie
If you're not in you can't win - don't forget to join
the Boden lotto! Due to ongoing o Covid -19
restrictions, the weekly Club Lotto draw process is
taking place virtually. The lotto numbers are selected
using an online random number generator & the draw
is recorded and also observed by at least three
members of the Lotto Committee using the Zoom video
conference.
Ballyboden St Enda's launched The Boden Beat
Podcast - the first episode is with Ballyboden St Enda's
Senior Footballer and Dublin Footballer Robbie Mc
Daid. If you have a few minutes to spare and have a
cúpla focal listen to Robbie chat about playing for
Boden , his interests off the field and hopes for the
future - www.ballyboden.ie

Our Hurling section have kick started their
fundraising campaign with their virtual treasure hunt a great idea for all the family to get involved in.
Log onto www.ballyboden.ie for more information
One of only 25 clubs selected in Ireland, Ballyboden
St Enda’s One Good Club™ initiative began on 1st
March 2021. It’s a five-step Youth Mental Health
Awareness programme developed in partnership with
Lidl, the LGFA and Jigsaw. Over 10 weeks the aim is to
support all members by engaging in activities that

promote better mental
health and well-being.
The
5
steps
are
‘Connect’, ‘Be Active’,
‘Take Notice’, ‘Give’
and ‘Keep Learning’. In
the Connect theme, we
are holding a virtual
bake, an art competition
and reaching out to
local nursing homes by
writing to residents.
Ballyboden St Enda’s is backing Lidl Ireland’s
fundraising campaign, through it’s rewards app Lidl
Plus, to raise much needed funds for our Ladies
section. Every time a registered user spends over €30
in store between 15th February and 11th April, they
receive a digital stamp. Once 6 stamps are collected,
the completed card can be submitted. To date we have
submitted 74 cards and have earned ourselves a set of
sponsored jerseys.

By Diarmuid Ryan, aged 11
11

Ballycullen Food Bank

Ballycullen Food Bank was set up
about three years ago, with the
primary aim of helping local families
at Christmas time. After the world
was hit with Covid-19, many of the
healthcare
professionals
and
teachers who volunteered with the
food bank, advised that there was
more need than ever in the
community. More families were in
need of food parcels, due to lost jobs.
So the Christmas appeal became a
full-time food bank, which helps

individuals and families.
Currently there is more need than
is apparent in our area, and in the
surrounding areas, so we are trying
to support as many people as
possible through this difficult time.
We discreetly leave food parcels on
the doorsteps of those who ask for
our help, with contents ranging from
tinned fruit, vegetables, soup, pasta,
rice, jars of sauces, tea bags, coffee,
sugar, milk, bread, potatoes and
toiletries.

So far, we have been blown away
by the generosity of the people who
have donated. We are trying to
spread the word, not only for
donations, but also to anyone who
might need even a once-off food
parcel. It is all strictly private and
confidential, and is without
judgement.
You can contact us through our
facebook page, Ballycullen Food
Bank
or
via
our
email
ballycullenfoodbank@gmail.com

NELSON & Co.

SOLICITORS
◆ House Sales & Purchases
◆ Accident Claims of all kinds

◆ Wills and Probates
◆ Enduring Power of Attorney

Templeogue Village, Dublin 6W
Tel: 01 490 0159 Fax: 01 490 4899 email: info@nelson.ie
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The 1883 Knocklyon Murder
By Jenny Crossley

In 1883, there were no less than 1,103 articles relating to
murder in The Irish Times … and 873 of them were in
Dublin ! Late 19th Century Dublin was more than just a
little bit dangerous, it seems.
In Rathfarnham, 1883, people were terrified of Peter
“Garibaldi” Wade.
For years, the 25 year old had worked a day here and
there in manual labour and spent the rest of his time
walking the streets, terrifying the locals.
An Irish Times report branded him “idle, dissolute,
without education, a nuisance and, it might be added, a
terror to the district in which he lived.”
He had recently been released from prison, having
served 12 months hard labour for horse theft.
People were right to be afraid of him. On 27th October
1883, he murdered Patrick Quinn, aged 70 outside his
home on Beech Park Avenue – also known as Walsh’s
Road – off Knocklyon Road. The road where the murder
took place has since disappeared and is never shown on
any maps. Dargle Wood estate now occupies the ground.
Wade called at Quinn’s house on Saturday 27th
October at 7pm. Patrick left the house to talk to Wade
outside. Mrs Quinn heard screams and ran to neighbours
calling for help. When they returned, they found Mr.
Quinn lying dying on the pavement.
He was lying on the ground, badly beaten and “halfthrottled to death”. Scratches covered his neck and blood
poured from his nose and mouth. A wound under his left
eye was bleeding, too. His body was warm; he gave a
slight “snore” on being touched, but couldn’t speak. He
died at the scene.
By 8am the following day, Sgt William Sandes. and
three constables were in the kitchen of a house in
Firhouse, where Wade lay asleep. He was woken up and
arrested, with police noting the splatters of blood on his
shirt as he pulled it on. Flecks could be seen on his
braces, vest and coat.
The infamous Garibaldi, for the first time in nine years,
had shaved his moustache, but Mrs Quinn picked him out
of a line-up with ease.
The widow approached Wade, and ran her finger
along his top lip. “You have taken off your moustache,
you infernal murderer!” she shouted.
The bloodstains and a positive identification by Mrs
Quinn were enough for police to charge Wade with
murder.
The post mortem was held at nearby Knocklyon
Cottage. This still exists as a large cottage attached to the
former Knocklyon House – now known as the Rutland
Centre. Wade was lodged in Kilmainham Jail and tried for
murder at Green Street courthouse in Dublin at the winter
assizes.

At the trial, Peter Wade tried to seek leniency by
implicating others in the murder. The police refuted his
allegations, stating that he had got one of the men’s
names wrong and that no one had seen him with these
men in the week preceding the murder. The judge refused
to discuss it further, stating that these men were not
suspects at the time of the murder and that there was no
evidence of their involvement. He went on to state that
Wade had been sighted at Quinn’s house, he had blood
on his clothing (shirt, handkerchief and coat), he had
scratches to his face and hands, part of his whiskers
appeared to be torn off, he had mysteriously shaved his
moustache on that particular night (something he had
never done before), and his coat and boots were covered
in mud – all consistent with a violent struggle. His known
movements placed him at the scene of the murder and
there seemed to be only one person involved in the fatal
assault on Mr. Quinn.
The official motive given was a dispute over
employment. Mr Quinn had recently been hired in place
of a third man who was dismissed. Wade, apparently, was
carrying out revenge.
The jury returned a verdict of guilty but some were
against capital punishment. The judge stated that this was
out of his hands, donned the black cap and sentenced
Wade to be hanged at Kilmainham Gaol on January 16th
1884.
As public executions were outlawed in 1868, the
hanging took place behind the prison walls. Outside,
when the prisoner’s death was confirmed, Mrs Quinn,
who had been waiting on the news, shouted in
celebration.
“Thank God - thank God! Oh, poor Peter Wade, the
murdering villain who murdered my husband - one of the
best husbands that ever lived,” she said, according to an
Irish Times reporter, who noted that she viewed the black
flag being hoisted - a sign of the sentence carried out with “an expression of satisfaction”.
The scandal greatly affected the locality and two key
witnesses in the trial and three of the wealthy neighbours
moved out of the area that year. The avenue where the
murder took place fell into neglect and disappeared
under grass.
As for the widowed Mrs. Quinn, during the trial she
said she had “no landlord or landlady” and that she was
“under the protection of the police”. By the time of the
execution, she was homeless “a wandering maniac upon
the world”. She had lost her husband, she had lost her
home – she would die anonymously and there is no
record of her burial. This was the way of Victorian
Ireland.
By Jenny Crossley

SPRING - A FRESH BEGINNING
IN THE GARDEN

The lengthening days and the pace of
growth at this time of year are
drawing gardeners into the outdoors
as never before in these times of
Covid. The anticipation of the
pleasures and delights of getting our
hands into the soil to create spaces to
be enjoyed throughout the summer
and into autumn lifts the spirits.
With so much to do, spring is the
busiest time of the year for gardeners,
with soil to prepare, seeds to sow,
shrubs to prune, lawns to weed &
feed, and SOWING of SEEDS.
This is the ideal time to sow hardy
annuals directly in the ground where
they will flower throughout the
summer. It’s also not too late to sow
half hardy seeds such as Cosmos,
Nicotiana and Lavatera indoors in
trays or pots. These will make ideal
fillers in mixed borders, flowering
until November frosts.
Hardy Annuals
Sowing hardy annual seeds outdoors
is the most natural way to increase
your range of plants because it's the
way that plants naturally grow. All
you need is a suitable piece of
ground outdoors in good sunlight. In
the open ground all their needs are
met, nutrients and moisture from the
soil and warmth and light from the
sun, and they do it all on their own.
But to get the best results nature
needs your input, the soil needs to be
dug and raked to make a fine tilth.
Make shallow drills in rows with the
but end of a rake, about one inch
deep and about nine inches apart
depending on plant type. Seeds can
be tiny so take care opening the seed
packet, take a pinch of seeds on to
your left hand and then from your
half open palm thinly sprinkle into
the prepared drills, cover gently
using the back of the rake, and tap
down lightly. Mark the rows with a
stick and label where each new type
of seed starts. Allow rainfall to
irrigate the seeds, which will draw
moisture from the damp soil in any
case at this time of year. If sowing
later in a dry spell water lightly with
a fine rose watering can or nozzle
but take care not to overwater. Hoe
between the rows to remove
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emerging weed seedlings. Some of
the best hardy annuals for summer
colour are Eschscholzia
(California poppy), without doubt
one of the best for scintillating
yellow and orange flowers, and it
lasts and self-seeds readily. Also, Pot
Marigolds, the plain single flowered,
orange colour daisy form is still the
best, it’s prolific in flower and has
long been a favourite in the cottage
garden. Nasturtium seeds are hardy,
they may not germinate until late
spring, but they are easy to sow as
the seed is large enough for even
children to handle. They can be used
as a climber or trailing ground cover,
they will also scramble over and
through other plants with a riot of red
and yellow flowers until the first frost
next winter. Clarkia and Godetia are
native to California and carry
poppy/orchid like flowers in white
and pink shades and are very easy to
grow. Candytuft was popular in old
gardens as it's very quick to grow
and flower. It tends to go out of
flower quickly, but it self-seeds freely
and new plants are often emerging to
give a succession of flowers. Linaria
(toadflax) are like small snapdragons,
a colourful mix of red, yellow, blue,
and purple. They have an airy
appearance and mix well with other
annuals.
Thinning and Transplanting
If your seedlings emerge too close
together they can be thinned when
they are a couple of inches high and
the seedlings you remove can be

carefully replanted into any gaps or
spaces in the borders.
JOBS TO BE GETTING ON WITH
This is your last chance to prune any
late-summer flowering shrubs. They
will soon produce new stems and
flower buds, but late pruning will
mean few or no flowers this year.
Forsythia and other Spring flowering
shrubs
should
be
pruned
immediately after flowering.
Gladioli corms should be planted out
now for flowering in July and August,
the tall majestic spikes with their
bright, blowsy blooms (beloved by
Dame
Edna
Everage)
look
spectacular on their own or with
other annuals, and make perfect
long-lasting cut flowers. Gladioli
need plenty of water to flower well
so, during the summer remember to
water them during dry spells.
Flowering usually takes place
seventy days after planting and
remember to stake tall varieties with
bamboo canes on exposed sites.
After flowering the corms can be left
in the ground for flowering next year.
Top dress the bed with fertilizer each
spring to maintain vigour.
Put supports in place now for plants
that will grow tall such as
Alstroemerias, Lupins, Peonies, and
Dahlias, so as the plants grow up
around the twigs, canes or hoops
they will be supported.
Good gardening this year,
Bill Stevens

Science Corner The Culture of Kissing

At the beginning of the 20th century, people were
becoming increasingly aware of infectious diseases. One
of the unconventional measures taken against the threat
of contagion was the founding of so-called “anti-kissing
leagues”.
These societies opposed excessive kissing of children
by adults, kisses exchanged between women - or even,
like the Paris Anti-Kissing League, against kissing in
general.
The French contended that 40,000 germs were
transferred in every kiss. They reckoned that if people just
stopped and thought about this every time they were
about to kiss someone, then it wouldn’t be long before the
practice died out. They also posed the rhetorical question
as to why scenes involving kissing were cut from
American and European feature films before they were
shown in Japan. It was clearly the case, they claimed, that
the Japanese didn’t want to fall ill. Or, at the very least,
that they had no desire to learn the art of kissing.

However, the Americans weren’t about to let some
Frenchies ban them from kissing. To this end, the
American popular science magazine Science and
Invention conducted an experiment in March 1927. The
editors invited a number of men and women to kiss a
sterile culture medium in a Petri dish. The culture
medium was then placed in an incubator at 37.5C for 24
hours. During this period, germs that had stuck to the
medium during kissing multiplied into small colonies of
bacteria that could be seen with the naked eye. By
counting them, the scientist could calculate the number
of germs that had originally been present but that couldn’t
be detected individually.
The laboratory that was charged with this task found on
average not 40.000 but just 500 germs, while women
who wore lipstick carried around 200 more. Science and
Invention concluded that this finding finally gave men a
scientifically valid reason for refusing to kiss lips that had
lipstick on them.
By Jenny Crossley

TALK T
TO
OY
YO
OUR C
CO
OUNSELLOR
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Your counsellor is online.
HELP 50123
or Book Direct on www.turn2me.ie

SUPPORTED BY:

*First 8 sessions free for people residing in the Republic of Ireland.
Charity Number: CHY18803
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IMEL ELECTRICAL

JOE CLANCY
S O L I C I T O R S Rathfarnham
commissioner for oaths Village
House Purchases
& Sales
Motor Accidents
Wills

Tel: 492 0464

SCHOLARSTOWN
FAMILY PRACTICE

“Working in the community for over 25 years”
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 6.30pm
Phone 01-4936711

www.scholarstownfamilypractice.com

Nurse Catriona Keye R.G.N. Dip N.S. RNP
Specialises in Travel Vaccines, Fertility,
Family Planning/Contraception, Wound Management,
Childhood Immunisations.
Men B vaccine and also Chicken Pox vaccine
Registered Nurse Prescriber: Prescribing
Contraception, Asthma, Antibiotics, General Illnesses

●

House Rewiring ● Fuseboards Replaced ● CCTV

Electrical Maintenance/Installation ●
- RECI registered - Fully insured - Estimates free
22 Carriglea Downs, Firhouse.
Tel: 451 8259: 086 257 1662
Contact: Lorcan Redmond
●

GERRY KEEGAN
PLUMBING

Taps, leaks, showers etc.
No job too small!
Tel. 01 451 6281
10 Carriglea Downs, Firhouse Road

REDIHEAT

Heating & Plumbing KNOCKLYON
Alfaparf and Dermalogica Salon
Late Night Thursday Special Offer
Full head of Meche & Cut €100 on Thursday Friday
Tint & Cut €65
See our website for Beauty Offers
www.rejanestratton.com
For Beauty Call 089 428 1019
33 Orchardstown Park (Off Anne Devlin Road)

SERVICING & REPAIR OF GAS &
OIL BURNERS AND APPLIANCES

GAS & OIL BOILER REPLACEMENT & UPGRADES
RGII, OFTEC & SEAI REGISTERED, FULLY INSURED.
CERTS ISSUED
ALL PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN,
EMAIL:rediheatltd.bs@gmail.com

WEB: www.rediheatheatingandplumbingltd.weebly.com
LINK : www.knocklyonnetwork.com

Call Brian 087 2874131 / 493 5408

RTW
Chartered Accountants
& Registered Auditors
16 Woodstown Village Centre.

Picture books and books
for early readers.
Check them out now at
www.conniejessop.com

Knocklyon, Dublin 16, D16 EY79.
Accountants ●
● Auditors ●
● Taxation Consultants ●
● Business Advisors ●
●

Tel: 495 8250

E-mail: info@rtw.ie

Website: www.rtw.ie
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