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A message from the Irish Bishops

“Keep Christ at the Centre of Christmas”
With the beginning of Advent last Sunday,
preparations have begun in earnest in parishes
across the country for the celebration of Christmas –
albeit in a very different context this year. Priests
working with Parish Pastoral Councils are making
decisions at a local level on how best to celebrate
Christmas in a safe manner. We extend our sincere
gratitude to parish teams throughout the country including stewards and cleaners - who generously
ensure that our churches are safe environments
where people can confidently assemble for worship.
Their task, as Christmas approaches, will not be
easy, and we appeal to all the faithful to cooperate
fully with them.
We strongly encourage the faithful to keep Christ
at the centre of Christmas this year. Clearly it will be
impossible for our usual large congregations to
assemble for Mass on Christmas Eve or Christmas
Day. We wish to remind Catholics that the
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy
Days remains suspended during the pandemic. But
Christmas is about more than just one day. Families
are welcome to attend Mass at some point during
the twelve days from Christmas Eve to Epiphany.
Christmas Masses will also be widely available over
webcam and we strongly encourage families to
“tune in” from the “domestic churches” of their
living rooms and join with those who are gathering
in their local churches in welcoming the birth of the
Christ-child.
It is possible to experience the spiritual richness of
this special season in many ways. Our homes can
become “little churches” where we invite the Christchild in. The age-old tradition of having a Christmas
crib in the home and gathering there as a family to
pray or to sing a carol will be especially meaningful
this year. We also invite families or “household
bubbles” to pay a visit to their local church at some
time during the twelve days to offer a Christmas
prayer at the crib and pray together for their families

IMEL ELECTRICAL

●

House Rewiring ● Fuseboards Replaced ● CCTV

Electrical Maintenance/Installation ●
- RECI registered - Fully insured - Estimates free
22 Carriglea Downs, Firhouse.
Tel: 451 8259: 086 257 1662
Contact: Lorcan Redmond
●
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and for those particularly impacted by the
pandemic.
The hope of Advent and the joy of Christmas
inspire us to reach out to those in greatest need at
this time. Keep Christ at the centre this Christmas by
bringing the hope and joy of his birth to people who
are sick, isolated, lonely or poor. A simple act of
kindness can make such a difference. Charities such
as the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, Crosscare,
Trócaire and World Missions Ireland will welcome
much needed contributions as they have been
unable to raise funds in the normal way during the
pandemic.
We are particularly conscious of those whose
livelihoods have been seriously threatened by the
pandemic. We keep in mind those for whom
Christmas time may bring feelings of sadness –
people coping with bereavement, families that
cannot be together, those in care homes who can
only have limited visits from their loved ones.
Christmas can be difficult for Irish emigrants and
migrants living in Ireland, who are unable to travel
home. We pray that the time will come very soon
when sorrow will ease and loving connections can
be fully restored.
Traditionally many people turn at this time of the
year to ask for God’s forgiveness and for healing of
spirit. Although it may not be possible for all who
wish to go to Confession to safely avail of the
sacrament, we encourage the faithful to confidently
place their trust in God’s mercy through an Act of
Perfect Contrition.
As we continue our journey through the season of
Advent, waiting in joyful hope for the coming of our
Saviour, we are acutely aware of the yearning in our
country and in our world for hope and consolation.
In some ways the Covid-19 restrictions open up
greater opportunities for prayer and for reflection,
for family time and space to enter into the true
meaning of Christmas

GERRY KEEGAN
PLUMBING & HEATING
Bathrooms, Ensuites designed and fully fitted.
Showers * Tanks * Cylinders * Leaks
Sewages, etc

Tel. 451 6281
10 Carriglea Downs, Firhouse Road

JOHN GIBBONS
Painter
Paper Hanging
Serving Knocklyon
for over 25 years

Tel: 494 2181 / 087 2759711

KNOCKLYON

DRIVING SCHOOL

KNOCKLYON GAS BOILER SERVICES

★ Beginner & Pre-Test Specialist
★ Test Routes Covered
★ Dual Controlled Car
★ Car Available for the Driving Test
★ Free Local Pick-Up & Drop-Offs

SERVICES, REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS
David McDermott, Gas Engineer
Tel: 493 9522 or 086-874 9265
17 Glenlyon Park, Knocklyon, Dublin 16.
RGII Registered and Fully Insured

Sonya Delaney Murphy
BSc (Hons) Counselling &
Psychotherapy

JUST FOR FUN!
PIANO LESSONS FOR
ADULT BEGINNERS

Call or Text Tom McWalter
0 8 7 2 4 8 3 36 4

Don’t suffer alone during
these surreal times.
Taking the first step can be a difficult one,
why not take a chance and we can work
together to help put your mind at ease in a
compassionate and non-judgemental
environment.
Mobile: 0874037451
Www.therapistsonyadelaneymurphy.ie
Email: info@therapistsonyadelaneymurphy.ie
Facebook.

Treat your Loved One to a
Gift Voucher this Christmas.
One to One, Face to Face,
Mask to Mask Piano Lessons!
Conducted in a well-ventilated
environment compliant with Guidelines.
(Royal Irish Academy of Music Examination
preparation if so desired)
CONTACT: Sharon Tiernan 0876839495

My Little Pear Tree is a new Irish online business specialising in gift boxes for newborns and
toddlers with additional gifts for older siblings and parents too!
Created by four long term friends with six children between them, My Little P ear Tree provides
a quick and easy way to give a gift to a special arrival or toddler without leaving the comfort of
your own home.
The gift boxes are competitively priced from 15 euro up to 85 euro and include a mix of 100%
organic cotton bibs, babygrows, blankets, muslin cloths and teethers, while also providing an
option to build your own gift box. Also available on the My Little Pear Tree website are a
number of childrens books and a range of skincare gift boxes too, making perfect gifts for
parents, family members, friends and colleagues.
Take a look at their Facebook and Instagram page or go on to their website
www.mylittlepeartree.com to see the full range of gift boxes on offer.

The deadline for articles & advertisements for our next issue is Monday 8th March with
distribution from Monday 19th March. Items for inclusion should be emailed to
knocklyonnews@gmail.com. We appreciate contributions from all groups throughout the
parish but due to space limitations not all articles and photos can be included. The Editor’s
decision is final. All advertisements placed must be paid for in advance. Advertising enquires
to Parish Office 4941204.
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St Colmcille’s Senior School
Staff and pupils in the Senior School
were delighted to return to ‘real’
rather than ‘virtual’ school on August
31st. It took everyone a little while
to adapt to the new Covid protocols
and procedures with pods, bubbles
and plenty of hand sanitising but at
this stage all is running smoothly as
we look forward to Christmas.
Unfortunately, we have not been
able to engage in as many of the
activities and events which normally
make our school life so interesting –
no sports or matches, no visitors, no
whole school events, no Oíche Ceoil
etc etc. However, the following
words and photos highlight some of
the moments which have brightened
up this most different of times.
◆

Maths Week in October was
enjoyed by all with puzzles,
challenges and quizzes galore –
inter-class quizzes via Microsoft
Teams, now the temporary
normal. Classes also watched
Maths TV and many pupils
accessed activities on the Maths
Eyes website – congratulations to
Adam Mulqueen (R23) on being a
medal winner there.

Four classes, Mr. Ryan’s, Ms.
Whelan’s, Ms. Walsh’s and Ms.
O’Brien’s wrote letters to nursing
homes (Highfield and Kiltipper
Woods) and were delighted to
receive
pictures
and
correspondence in return from
some of the residents who read
their letters.

◆
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◆

Ms. Kennelly’s 4th class did a
great job litter picking in the
school grounds and nearby green,
collecting seven large sacks of
waste.

◆

Hallowe’en was marked with a
“Spooktacular Art Competition”
when so many pupils displayed
their creativity and artistic talent.

◆

Science Week followed in
November with experiments of all
sorts undertaken across all class
levels – bubbling mixtures, messy
eruptions and minor explosions
were all par for the course during
Science Week.

◆

Knocklyon Network provided us
with seed bombs which a group of

our students were happy to plant
as part of our community
wildflower garden adjacent to the
Coolamber end of our schoolyard.
◆

Our 6th class pupils enjoyed interclass debates via Microsoft Teams
and Mr. Durkin’s class represented
by Ava Wims, Maria Tabusca and
Clara O’Brien progressed to
compete in the Dublin West InterSchools Debating competition.

They have reached the semi-final
having competed, on-line, against
schools from Lucan, Porterstown and
Kilnamanagh. Motions included:
“The Internet should be banned in
schools” “Children can’t make a
difference to the environment” and
“Junk food should be banned in
schools”. Best of luck to the team in
their upcoming debates.
More detail on many of these
activities are available on the school
website at:
www.stcolmcilles.org/latest-news
One of the positives from this term
has been the increase in the number
of pupils coming to school on bikes
and scooters – currently averaging
about 150 per day. We are always
encouraging the boys and girls to
travel safely and to be mindful of
both their speed and other road
users.
We would also like to take this
opportunity to wish all our staff,
pupils and parents a very happy and
peaceful Christmas. We all look
forward to 2021 with renewed hope.

www.bodengaa.ie
We launched the 50 years of
Ballyboden St Endas book in
November. A great trip down
memory lane through the years and a
brilliant publication by Gerry
O'Sullivan.
Led by Ken Giles for the clothes
donations, a substantial amount of
money raised by Paul McLoughlin in
the Academy and other members of
the club, was donated to Inner City
Helping Homeless. A big thanks to
all members for contributing in so
many ways to a worthy cause,
Christmas Trees are back on sale
in the Clubhouse. You can pick up

yours at weekends from Saturday 5th
December from 10am - 4pm or they
can deliver to your home. Contact
John on 087 2203585. A donation
from each tree sold will go to
Saplings school for children with
autism and complex needs in
Rathfarnham.
When going to print the Dublin
Footballers are playing Cavan in the
All Ireland Semi-Final. Our Dublin
Ladies Footballers are going for four
in a row and are through to the All
Ireland Final after winning a great
battle against Armagh in the All
Ireland Semi-Final. Best of luck to

our own Boden players and we hope
the Sam Maguire & Brendan Martin
Cups can stay in the Capital for
another year.

C A R I N G F O R O U R K N O C K LY O N C O M M U N I T Y
FOR OVER 20 YEARS
OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday: 9.00am - 9.00pm
Saturday: 9.00am - 6.00pm
Sunday/Bank Holidays: 11.00am - 6.00pm
PRE  ORDER YOUR PRESCRIPTION
VIA OUR APP OR AT
WWW.MARKELLISPHARMACY.
MARKELLISPHARMACY IE

MARK ELLIS
P H A R M A C Y
LOUISE & MARK ELLIS MPSI
WOODSTOWN SC., KNOCKLYON. TEL/FAX 495 2130
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Knocklyon Concert Band
We have been keeping busy here at
The Knocklyon Concert Band,
running online lessons since March
and, more recently, band rehearsals
which are available online free of
charge to all our students. We have
also expanded our instrument range
now offering violin, piano, guitar,
ukulele, bass guitar, drums and

singing classes. We offer lessons to
all ages, including adults, so get in
touch to get your musical brains
working!! Our lessons are currently
running online and, when it is safe to
do so, we will return to in-person
lessons. We are very lucky to have
been able to continue running
lessons during the pandemic.
We received some amazing
practical and theory exam results,
achieving a 100% success rate for all
our exams. Huge congratulations to
our teachers and students who
dedicated so much time to practising
and studying. We also wanted to say
a huge congratulations to Dylan

Now that Covid 19 vaccines are on the way, hopefully
we will all be able to get back to normal in 2021. Similar
to other groups, we have been staying connected through
Zoom.
Just to catch up on our activities….
We held a Floral Competition for the community during
the summer months. We want to congratulate the
Residents Association of Orlagh Estate who came first.
They received a trophy and a prize of €250. Second
prize went to KOBRA Residents Association for which
they received €150, and Boden Park Residents
Association received €100 for third prize. Each of these
prizes were well deserved as all worked hard to keep
their entrances and other flowerbeds within their estates
looking colourful and well kept. All of the prizes were
kindly sponsored by Supervalu, Knocklyon.
Leading up to Halloween this year, we tried to capture
the imaginations of our young facebook followers by
running and sponsoring a Make your own Scarecrow
Competition. The three young winners received vouchers

6

McBrien who received 98% in his
grade 5 theory exam which is our
highest ever result for that exam.
Well done Dylan!
We would like to take this chance
to say a special thank you to all our
teachers and committee members
who made running online music
classes possible. We are so grateful
to the hard work and dedication you
all put in to make online lessons
possible. Thank you!
As always, if you are interested in
joining The Knocklyon Concert Band
you can visit us on our website
www.Knocklyonconcertband.ie or
find us on Facebook.

of €50, €25 and €25 for first, second and third prize
respectively, to be used in the Hazel House in Tibradden.
Below are some of the projects which we have been
working on:
◆ A Metro for Knocklyon and surrounding areas working
with Residents Associations
◆ Submission to the latest South Dublin County Council’s
Development Plan
◆ We assisted with the installation of an 11.0 kW
capacity solar panel installation in St Colmcilles
Community School. The project was part funded by an
award from Friends of the Earth and an SEAI Grant,
resulting in 70% assistance with the cost of the
installation.
◆ We are currently engaged in a project to try and reduce
the traffic congestion in the Knocklyon area. We have
carried out a detailed Survey of the travel habits of
residents in the area and also pupils attending St
Colmcille's Primary and Community Schools. We are
in the process of discussing possible remedial action
with SDCC and SEAI.

WINTER GARDENING
As this extraordinary year draws to
a close we can reflect on how the
garden provided an outlet for so
many people. Gardening and
walking were two activities high on
people’s list of things that kept
them sane this year. In the cold
winter’s days you can combine
your interest in gardening with
walking. If you do fancy a winters
walk, the National Botanic
Gardens in Glasnevin are a great
option. Covering over 19 hectares,
the gardens contain a vast plant
collection of almost 20,000
species. While you can enjoy the
herbaceous displays and fabulous
rose garden in the summer, even in
winter the gardens are full of
character, with the arboretum and
extensive shrub borders to enjoy.
You may also wander through the
four glasshouses including the
restored curvilinear range and the
palm house.
We have had a few frosty nights
since the end of October and this
will continue right up to the end of
April. Severe frosts can not only
damage the foliage of some plants,
but will kill many tender plants.
Plants are classed as hardy (frost
resistant to minus 12 deg C), half
hardy (frost resistant to minus 3 deg
C) or tender (will die at 0 deg C).
Most shrubs including roses that
we grow in Ireland are classed as
hardy and will survive all but the
most extreme winters, 2011 being
the most recent exception. Halfhardy plants such as Dahlias and
Cannas grown in well-drained soil
can be left in the ground over
winter, but it is prudent to cover the
ground with an insulating layer of
straw, compost or wood shavings.
Planning for Next Season
This is a great time to plan ahead
and get ready for a new growing
season, just a few months away
now. Decide what worked for you
in your garden and what

disappointed you and plan
accordingly for next year. We all
have a shaded corner that we want
to brighten up, and I have a couple
of shrubs that you can’t go wrong
with:
Skimmia
Japanese Skimmia is a shade tolerant evergreen shrub that adds
colour to the garden nearly all year
round. There are male and female
varieties. The female variety
produces attractive berries in
winter that are attractive to song
birds, but you must have a male
version in your garden if the female
is to fruit. One of the best male
varieties is Skimmia Japonica
“Rubinette” with reddish pink buds
in winter opening to fragrant white
blossoms in springtime. Skimmia
Japonica “Chaemilone” is a good
choice for a compact female form.
All Skimmia are pest and disease
free, and frost hardy down to minus
17 deg C.
Plant Skimmia so that the top of
the root ball is even with the
surface of the soil. Do not cover the
top of the root ball with mulch or
compost. Grow in a good neutral
or acid soil, avoiding full sun
which will cause yellowing of the
leaves. Skimmia's neat habit rarely
needs pruning, but you can trim
and shape it in early December.

Lauristinus
Viburnum Tinus “Eve Price” is one
of the best Lauristinus shrubs for a
shady corner, and will grow
quickly to fill the space. If it
outgrows the space it can be cut
back hard in the October and will
grow back again. Viburnum Tinus
is a good evergreen with handsome
broad leaves and clusters of small
white flowers in the winter. It also
makes a nice shade-tolerant hedge
and is very hardy even in extreme
winters
Jobs to be doing
Rake up fallen leaves from paths
and
flowerbeds,
this
will
discourage slugs that overwinter
under fallen leaves.
This is a good time to plant lateflowering tulip bulbs in heavy soil
to avoid fungal diseases .
Ceramic and glazed pots should
have been moved indoors by now
as they can crack when wet
compost in them freezes and
expands. If the pots are too large or
heavy to move then wrap them in
bubble wrap and keep dry to
protect them.

Good gardening and a happy
Christmas. Lets all hope for an end
to this pandemic soon.
Bill Stevens
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Saving the Giraffes
When I was about three, I went to the
zoo for the first time. I saw the giraffes
there, and they instantly became my
favourite animal and have been ever
since. I was really upset last year
when I watched a wildlife programme
about giraffes and found out that they
are almost extinct. Most people know
that elephants are endangered, but
giraffes are even more so. This is
because of habitat loss and poaching.
That is why I and some of my friends
decided to have a fundraiser for GCF.

We did it on the 21st of June, which
is International Giraffe Day. We put
up posters and made goodie bags,
popcorn and buns. We raised €250.
Thanks to everyone who donated.
GCF is a charity that is all about
giraffes and saving this endangered
animal. GCF stands for Giraffe
Conservation Foundation. They need
all the funds they can get to save the
giraffe population. Please donate
today and make a huge difference to
the giraffes. Any donation no matter
how small will make a big
difference. To learn more about what
GCF is doing, to help giraffes and to
donate, go to
www.giraffeconservation.org
Áine Ryan, age 11

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE
WHO HELPED LAURALYNN
CHILDREN’S HOSPICE
I just want to thank everyone who passed and stopped by
our “shop” in Glenvara Park as I was selling my books to
raise some funds for LauraLynn Children’s Hospice during
the first lock-down. We were very badly affected by
Covid 19 as we raise funds for LauraLynn by selling my
books at various shows. We usually take a stand at these
– Ideal Homes, Bloom, Ploughing, Gifted, etc. As these
were all cancelled, the fundraising for LauraLynn was
badly impacted.
The weather was beautiful during the first lockdown,
so we decided to set up the “shop” outside the house,
where we displayed my books in the hope that someone
would take one to read, and maybe make a small
contribution. To our amazement, until the weather
became more inclement, we raised almost €800, which
was marvellous. You are all so generous and we are very
grateful. To date I’ve written 14 books, and over the years
we have raised just under €600,000 for LauraLynn. With
another €2,000 approximately we’ll reach that magic
figure, so we’re keeping the fingers crossed for Christmas.
I’m sure you all know the story of Jane and Brendan
McKenna who lost their two daughters Laura and Lynn

Laura was four years old and had a heart condition. Sadly
she died after an operation, and tragically, Lynn, who was
thirteen, was diagnosed with Leukaemia on the same day,
and died less than 2 years later. I heard Jane speak on
the radio in 2004 talking about her dream of establishing
a hospice for children in memory of their girls, and I was
very moved as I listened to her. That day my husband
Arthur and I decided to publish one of my books
ourselves, and try to make some money for Jane. Jane and
Brendan are now very dear friends of ours, and we are
lucky to know such wonderful people. We always say
that knowing Jane and Brendan changed our lives.
To have a look at the books I’ve published, log on to
my website www.franobrien.net. My new book has just
been published, and it’s entitled THE BIG RED VELVET
COUCH. If anyone wants to buy another book you can
always call me on 085 7079171 and we can arrange
something, if you don’t want to go through the website
and pay postage etc.
Thanks again to all of you, we are really so grateful and
always amazed at your generosity.
Fran O’Brien.

All our services are free of charge and available to anyone affected by cancer as
well as to their loved ones.
IN LIGHT OF CURRENT ADVICE RE COVID-19 OUR CENTRES ARE CURRENTLY CLOSED.
WE ARE PROVIDING MANY OF OUR SERVICES VIA PHONE. VIDEO CONFERENCING AND ONLINE.
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HALO
URBAN HAIR AND BEAUTY

MERRY CHRISTMAS
T O A L L O U R L O V E LY C L I E N T S
We are delighted to be back!
Thank you for supporting local jobs
and businesses in the area.

WE ARE THE
HAIR DOCTORS
LET US GIVE YOU A
FANTASTIC NEW YOU THIS
CHRISTMAS
LET US CREATE AN AMAZING
PERSONALISED
COLOUR
OR
FULL HEAD OF HIGHLIGHTS
PLUS OLAPLEX TREATMENT

APPOINTMENTS
BEING TAKEN
T: 014942138

HALO URBAN HAIR AND BEAUTY

WWW.HALOURBANHAIRBEAUTY.COM
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St Colmcille’s
Community School
Daffodil bulbs to watch them emerge in spring. This year
in particular we hope that the blossoms will mark a
positive year ahead and leave behind tough times.
Science Week Egg Drop
During Science week in November, our 1st years had the
opportunity to design, build and launch an egg with a
parachute. The infamous egg drop challenge was a great
success and great fun was had by all. There were prizes
for the best designs and the teams with the surviving eggs!

1st years
Toga Party
Our 1st Year students got the opportunity to travel back to
the times of the Roman Empire during their Toga party at
the beginning of December. They decorated their
classrooms beautifully with Roman artwork, chose their
favourite dishes from a Roman menu and battled it out in
Kahoot! quizzes they had prepared. It was a great Roman
celebration, well done to all involved. Who wore it
better?
Planting Daffodils
On our final day of term prior to the Halloween break,
first year students were buzzing with excitement at both
the prospect of holidays and the fun day ahead. Each
class fulfilled a yearly St. Colmcille's tradition of planting

Travel Survey and New Bike Racks
The Student Council and the Environmental Committee
recently conducted a travel survey to look at changes in
how our students travel to and from school. The results
showed a big increase in the number of students who
now cycle. To facilitate this large number of bikes, the
Parent’s Association kindly paid for new bike racks to be
installed at the rear of the school. We continue to
encourage our students to observe bike and road safety,
wearing their helmets and ensuring their bikes are
appropriately lit up for the dark evenings.
College Awareness Week
College Awareness Week was held in the school in
November. This is an initiative to promote the many
possible pathways into Third Level Education for our
students and to encourage lifelong learning. We had a
number of virtual talks with colleges including
Technological University Dublin, The National College of
Ireland, Crumlin College, Rathmines College, Institute of
Art, Design and Technology, Inchicore College and the
Liberties College.
Christmas Trees
This year, for the first time, Christmas trees will be sold
from the school. The trees will be sold from Friday 4th Sun 13th of December from 4-9pm weekdays and 9am9pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Our transition year and
LCA students will be on hand to assist you when you
arrive. All proceeds will be shared between the local
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conference of the St. Vincent de Paul and the school
sports hall extension. We would really appreciate your
support in this initiative, and look forward to seeing you
in the run up to Christmas.

Special congratulations to Rebecca Gillen (TY) who came
second overall in the senior Kenwood Young Baker
competition. A huge achievement for Rebecca.

Christmas Crafts Workshop
Our first and second year students enjoyed a Christmas
Craft workshop at the beginning of December and their
creations have brightened up the hallways, creating a
festive atmosphere for all to enjoy.

Fundraising
So far this year we have held two non-uniform days,
organised by Ms.Gilroy, which raised much needed funds
for the Marie Keating Foundation, St. Vincent De Paul, the
Jack and Jill Foundation, the Irish Cancer Society and the
shoe box appeal. The students and staff are also busy
bringing in food items for our annual hamper appeal.
Well done to everyone for giving so generously!

November Remembrance and Advent
Remembrance services were held for each class during
the month of November. A special remembrance service
was also held for the staff on the 23rd of November. As
we have now entered the season of Advent, an Advent
wreath competition and activity afternoons were
organised by our TY students for 1st and 2nd years.
Ember Team
Ember Training for 18 of our TY students took place in
Larch Hill over three days in November, led by our
chaplain, Anna Maloney and concluded by Father
Martin. The students thoroughly enjoyed the experience
and it was great to see so many volunteers for this role in
our school.
Transition Years
As part of their community care project, transition year
students have been working in the community every
Tuesday morning, helping to keep Knocklyon tidy and
graffiti free. One community care TY group completed a
very successful module with "Localise”, a youth
volunteering organisation. They designed picture frames
with poems and motivational quotes for the local nursing
home, Sally Park. A great project and a fantastic team
effort by the Transition year students.

Kindness Day
On Friday the 13th of November, we celebrated World
Day of Kindness. The students and staff watched a short
video to remind us all of the contagious nature of random
Acts of Kindness. We asked the students to write an act of
kindness that they received and to place these in the
kindness Post box in the GPH. The positive atmosphere
created is a credit to all the members of our school
community. We continue to promote kindness and
wellbeing for all of our staff and students.
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Development of the
Hell Fire Club

Mount Pelier Hill is a 383-metre
(1,257-foot) hill commonly referred
to as the Hell Fire Club (Irish: Club
Thine Ifreann).This is the popular
name given to the ruined building at
the summit believed to be one of the
first Freemason lodges in Ireland.
An Bord Pleanala has approved a
€15m development of the site. The
plans for the visitor centre, which is
designed to act as a "gateway" to the
Dublin Mountains, include a 75seater cafe, shop, toilets, changing
facilities, a walkers' lounge,
exhibition space and education
centre, including a 50-seater
auditorium.
Locals are appalled at the
decision, claiming it would be a
white elephant, and have indicated
that they will fight the decision in
court.
Save the Hellfire (an umbrella
organisation of residents and
community groups) believes it is too
grand a design for such a relatively
small
place
(152
hectares).
Campaigners are worried about
traffic jams, since the plan predicts a
boost in visitor numbers from
100,000 a year to 300,000.
In August, the Save the Hellfire
group announced that they were
pursuing a judicial review in order to
overturn An Bord Pleanála’s grant of
permission.
In a statement, the group said:
“We have taken legal advice and the
course of action is clear.
We need to overturn the irrational
decision of An Bord Pleanála to grant
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planning permission to South Dublin
County Council for the Dublin
Mountains Project, and our only
option is to seek a judicial review in
the High Court. The High Court is
the only body that has the power to
quash a decision by a public body
such as An Bord Pleanála. This is a
huge undertaking but it is essential if
we are to stop South Dublin County
Council.”
There are also fears over the
forest’s wildlife, which includes bats,
red squirrels, pine martens and
Merlin birds.
Inspired by similar societies in
England, the Irish Hellfire Club was
founded around 1735 by Richard
Parsons, 1st Earl of Rosse.
Nicknamed the ‘King of Hell’, he
apparently liked dressing up as the
devil but also occasionally received
visitors stark naked.
According to rumour at least, their
meetings featured black magic,
Satanic masses and the occasional
human sacrifice. Stories about them
include a priest being called in to
exorcise a black cat and a young
woman being rolled down the hill in
a blazing oak barrel.
At some point during this period,
the building was damaged by fire.
There are several stories connected
with this incident. One holds that the
club set fire to the building when
William Conolly's son refused to
renew the lease on the lodge. An
alternative story claims the club
members did it to give the building a
hellish appearance.

Another story recounts that,
following a black mass, a footman
spilled a drink on "Burn-Chapel"
Whaley's coat. Whaley retaliated by
pouring brandy over the man and
setting him alight.
The best-known Hellfire club story
is the one in which the Devil himself
appears. A stranger had joined the
members at a game of cards. At some
point one of the card players
dropped a card on the floor. As he
bent down to retrieve it he noticed
that the stranger had cloven hooves
instead of feet.
Another tale concerns a young
farmer, curious to find out what went
on at the meetings. Climbing up
Montpelier Hill one night, he was
invited in by the members of the club
and allowed to witness the night’s
activities. He was found the next
morning trembling and terrified.
Tradition says he spent the rest of his
life unable to speak; unable even to
remember his name.
By the early 1740s, the club had
more or less fizzled out. A couple of
members drank themselves to death
and another had his head blown off
by a cannonball at the Battle of
Fontenoy in Belgium.
Today’s visitors to the Hell Fire
Club are much better behaved;hikers who enjoy climbing the hill to
sample the view over Dublin.
The Save the Hellfire group’s case
is listed for a hearing in the High
Court on 3rd November 2020. It
remains to be seen if the project goes
ahead.

Bubbles to Baubles
by Cathy Nolan

(Our school journey this term)
September arrived we’re ready all set,
Deep clean done over summer
Every surface to get.
Pallets of wipes, sanitisers and face masks,
To get St Colmcilles safe and ready was a momentous task.
The staff all worked together led by Mr. Murphy and Mr. McGowan.
Planning bubbles, setting pods, laying stickers on stairs,
One side for up and one side down.
First day finally came, sanitisers ready, stacked paper tissues and empty sacks.
Everyone lined up ready to open our doors
With a huge smile to welcome the children back.
The empty building which since March has been silent, isolated and lonely as hell.
Was lit up with children and laughter from the first ring of the morning bell.
We learned about our bubbles, how to stay in our pods,
To sanitise our hands before using bathrooms when teachers gave us the nod.
For the first two weeks we came in and sanitise stations were in the hall,
But then following new safety guidelines, were allowed on yard and each class given two balls.
Will we have a Covid case? We’ll have to wait and see
If it happens we’re not to worry
Teams are ready with guidance and support from the HSE.
And so we got to midterm
For our Halloween, new plans had to be made.
Trick or Treat was in our homes, in school no mask parade.
Our teachers and SNA team must have been relieved in a way
Sure since September they’ve been wearing masks everyday!
Now we’re in December and you can hear the sleigh bells,
We’ve navigated levels three and five and all has been well.
The weather’s been great for this time of year,
We’ve been on yard everyday and allowed to wear our PE gear.
Yes this year’s been different, so many changes for us all.
Very hard for people because when at home no one can call.
But when we’re in school, Yes there’s still Covid 19
But when surrounded by friends teachers and SNA teams,
We can forget for a while by learning, playing, laughing and living the dream.
Advent is here the candles are lit,
We’re preparing school hampers still doing our bit.
Our motto, which we stand by all through the year,
Is even more important in the season of joy and good cheer.
Every member of staff, every student, gach dalta,
Knows what’s top of our Christmas list is
To “Bí Cineálta”!!!
(Be Kind)

Christmas Traditions Around the World
It’s normally the most wonderful time of the year. For a
couple of weeks every year the world takes on a magic
glow, people seem merrier and even winter somehow
feels cosy.
This year’s Christmas is unprecedented. People are
eager to put weeks of isolation behind them and celebrate
as much as is allowed.
Whether religious or secular, there are many Christmas
traditions around the world that are loud, proud, and
guarantee oodles of festive fun.
Giant Lantern Festival, Philippines
The Giant Lantern Festival (Ligligan Parul Sampernandu) is
held each year on the Saturday before Christmas Eve in
the city of San Fernando – the “Christmas Capital of the
Philippines.” The festival attracts spectators from all over
the country and across the globe. Eleven barangays
(villages) take part in the festival and competition is fierce
as everyone pitches in trying to build the most elaborate
lantern. Originally, the lanterns were simple creations
around half a metre in diameter, made from ‘papel de
hapon’ (Japanese origami paper) and lit by candle. Today,
the lanterns are made from a variety of materials and have
grown to around six metres in size. They are illuminated
by electric bulbs that sparkle in a kaleidoscope of patterns.
Gävle Goat, Sweden
Since 1966, a 13-metre-tall Yule Goat has been built in
the centre of Gävle’s Castle Square for the Advent, but this
Swedish Christmas tradition has unwittingly led to
another “tradition” of sorts – people trying to burn it
down. Since 1966 the Goat has been successfully burned
down 29 times – the most recent destruction was in 2016.
Krampus, Austria
A beast-like demon creature that roams city streets
frightening kids and punishing the bad ones – nope, this
isn’t Halloween, but St. Nicholas’ evil accomplice,
Krampus. In Austrian tradition, St. Nicholas rewards nice
little boys and girls, while Krampus is said to capture the
naughtiest children and whisk them away in his sack. In
the first week of December, young men dress up as the
Krampus (especially on the eve of St. Nicholas Day)
frightening children with clattering chains and bells.
Kentucky Fried Christmas Dinner, Japan
Christmas has never been a big deal in Japan. Aside from
a few small, secular traditions such as gift-giving and light
displays, Christmas remains largely a novelty in the
country. However, a new, quirky “tradition” has emerged
in recent years – a Christmas Day feast of the Colonel’s
very own Kentucky Fried Chicken.
The festive menu will soon be advertised on the KFC
Japan website and, even if you don’t understand
Japanese, the pictures sure will look delicious with
everything from a Christmas-themed standard bucket to a
premium roast-bird feast.
The Yule Lads, Iceland
In the 13 days leading up to Christmas, 13 tricksy troll-like
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characters come out to play in Iceland. The Yule Lads
(jólasveinarnir or jólasveinar in Icelandic) visit the
children across the country over the 13 nights leading up
to Christmas. For each night of Yuletide, children place
their best shoes by the window and a different Yule Lad
visits leaving gifts for nice girls and boys and rotting
potatoes for the naughty ones. Clad in traditional Icelandic
costume, these fellas are pretty mischievous, and their
names hint at the type of trouble they like to cause.
Saint Nicholas’ Day, Germany
Not to be confused with Weihnachtsmann (Father
Christmas), Nikolaus travels by donkey in the middle of
the night on December 6 (Nikolaus Tag) and leaves little
treats like coins, chocolate, oranges and toys in the shoes
of good children all over Germany, and particularly in the
Bavarian region. St. Nicholas also visits children in
schools or at home and in exchange for sweets or a small
present each child must recite a poem, sing a song or
draw a picture. In short, he’s a great guy. But it isn’t
always fun and games. St. Nick often brings along Knecht
Ruprecht (Farmhand Rupert). A devil-like character
dressed in dark clothes covered with bells and a dirty
beard, Knecht Ruprecht carries a stick or a small whip in
hand to punish any children who misbehave.
Norway
Perhaps one of the most unorthodox Christmas Eve
traditions can be found in Norway, where people hide
their brooms. It’s a tradition that dates back centuries to
when people believed that witches and evil spirits came
out on Christmas Eve looking for brooms to ride on. To
this day, many people still hide their brooms in the safest
place in the house to stop them from being stolen.
Lighting of National Hanukkah Menorah, Washington DC
The Jewish holiday of Hanukkah is celebrated with much
fanfare across the United States with one of the most
elaborate events taking place on a national stage. Since
1979, a giant nine-metre Menorah has been raised on the
White House grounds for the eight days and nights of
Hanukkah. The ceremony in Washington, D.C. is marked
with speeches, music, activities for kids, and, of course,
the lighting of the Menorah.The lighting of the first candle
at the White House takes place at 4pm, rain or shine, and
an additional candle is lit each successive night.
Venezuela
Love Christmas, but think it could be improved by a spot of
roller-blading? If the answer is yes, visit Caracas, Venezuela
this year. Every Christmas Eve, the city’s residents head to
church in the early morning – so far, so normal – but, for
reasons known only to them, they do so on roller skates.
This unique tradition is so popular that roads across the city
are closed to cars so that people can skate to church in
safety, before heading home for the less-than-traditional
Christmas dinner of ‘tamales’ (a wrap made out of cornmeal
dough and stuffed with meat, then steamed).

Day of the Little Candles, Colombia
Little Candles’ Day (Día de las Velitas) marks the start of
the Christmas season across Colombia. In honour of the
Virgin Mary and the Immaculate Conception, people
place candles and paper lanterns in their windows,
balconies and front yards. The tradition of candles has
grown, and now entire towns and cities across the country
are lit up with elaborate displays. Some of the best are
found in Quimbaya, where neighbourhoods compete to
see who can create the most impressive arrangement.

Cavalcade of Lights, Toronto
In wintry, wonderful Toronto the annual Cavalcade of
Lights marks the official start to the holiday season. The
first Cavalcade took place in 1967 to show off Toronto’s
newly constructed City Hall and Nathan Phillips Square.
The Square and Christmas tree are illuminated by more
than 300,000 energy-efficient LED lights that shine from
dusk until 11 pm until the New Year. On top of that,
you’ll get to witness spectacular fireworks shows and
engage in some outdoor ice skating.

DSPCA

Keeping Pets Safe This Christmas
◆ Keep all lit candles well away from
fluffy tails and inquisitive noses.
◆ Make sure you dispose of all food
waste carefully. Rich gravy, salty
roast potatoes, Christmas pudding
and brandy butter will make pets
very sick. Cocktail sticks, cling film
and tin foil can cause issues if
swallowed.
◆ Christmas decorations on the
Christmas tree can be tempting
playthings. Keep the room with the
tree closed when there is no one
there to supervise.
◆ Chocolate and other tempting
treats wrapped under the Christmas

tree are fair game for any pets.
Remember as well not to wrap your
pets’ treats and put them under the
tree - little noses can sniff them out.
◆ Not all pets like to be dressed up in
Santa or Elf clothing. Think before
you dress them up.
◆ Do Not Give Pets as Presents! If
you think a person would like to
have a pet, give them books on pet
care and some of the things they
need to keep a pet safe and happy.
After Christmas bring them to your
local Rescue Centre and adopt a pet.
Never Buy Online!
◆ Don’t use Antifreeze on your cars.

www.timbertrovecafe.com
www.timbertrovecafe.com
www.timb
Pre-o
Pre-order
rder o
online
nline
PH: (01) 493-1044

Cats in particular are drawn to the
taste and will lap it off the ground.
◆ Have a safe and happy Christmas!
Remember, pets don’t understand all
the hype and fuss, so try to make it as
normal a time as possible to avoid
stressing them out!
Unfortunately Santa won’t be visiting
the DSPCA this year, but if you
would like to do something fun and
festive that will help the animals,
why not Sponsor a Tree at the
DSPCA. Check out
www.dspca.ie/how-to-help/sponsora-tree/ for more details.
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Facebook: St. Colmcille Parish Instagram: @stcolmcilleparishknocklyon

Aoife Beth Spain, Knocklyon Gate
Sadie Kate Cooney, Ellensborough,
Kiltipper
Nicole Lauren Nolan, Dalriada
Square
Jonah Philip Ryan, Scholarstown
Wood, R. F’Ham
Cillian Daniel Moran, Glendown
Grove. T’Eogue
Ella Louise Kane, Dodderbook,
Ballycullen
Kate Tess Curley, Scholarstown
Wood, R. F’Ham
Oisín Patrick Walsh, Cedar Grove,
Firhouse Road
Aoife Clare Rynne, Scholarstown
Park
Eve Autumn Linda Martyn, Dalriada
Walk
Kyle John Liggett, Scholarstown Park
Jamie Simon Lavery, Dodderbrook,
Ballycullen
Ollie Martin Doyle, Orlagh Close

Recently Deceased
Julie Gallagher, Knockaire
Anne O’Sullivan, Orlagh Green
Andy Drumm, Orlagh Grange
Christina Campion, Knocklyon Gate
Joan Molloy, Orwell Nursing Home
Doreen Bishop, Knocklyon Avenue
Josie Dillon, Lansdowne Park
Tom Wills, Scholarstown Park
Julia [Sheila] Kearns, Idrone Park

Weddings
16

Jack Dermot Noonan, Stocking Wood
Walk
Joshua Murphy, Abbot’s Grove
Avenue
Liam Peadar Russell, Templeroan
Meadows
Lily May Wade, Oldcourt Farm,
Ballycullen
Jacob Jason Doyle, Prospect Court,
Stocking Lane
Aoibhín Mary Coleman, Idrone Park
Asher Joseph Quinn O’Flaherty,
Glenvara Park
Hannah Rose Lynch, Knockaire
Tess Egan Fitzgerald, Beverly Grove
Anna Lily Deacon, Woodstown Lawn
Liam Gerard Flynn, Woodstown
Place
Leo Farannán Tannam, Scholarstown
Wood
Haris Walter Catic, Castlefield Manor
Court
Liam Thomas, Beverly Heights
Luan Thomas Moynan, Scholarstown
Wood
Séadna Kelly, Elder Heath Green,
Kiltipper, Tallaght
Rebecca Colette Farrell, Templeroan
Avenue
Matthew Dara Kenny, Templeroan
Court

Jack Ryan Lynch, Hunter’s Avenue,
Ballycullen
Olivia Marian Reilly, Woodlawn Park
Grove, Firhouse
Sophie Olivia Hennessy,
Scholarstown Wood
Philip Campos Power, Knocklyon
Park
Robert Jack Doherty, Willington
Crescent, Templeogue
James Kevin Luke Fitzgerald,
Oakway, Clondalkin
Robyn Ríonach Leong, Woodstown
Heath
Adam Thomas Emmet Fitzpatrick,
Mount Alton
Isabelle Noreen Callaghan, White
Pines Court
Oscar Jean Maher, Woodstown Close
Harry Enda Kinsella, Delaford Drive
Oakley Cian Clarke-Sparshott, Dargle
Wood
Harry Coyne, Beverly Downs
Phoebe Nicole Rylands, White Pines
Way
Oliver David Egan, Mount Alton
Katelyn Jane Kennedy, Beverly
Avenue
David Kevin Sabato-Smyth, Idrone
Park

Elizabeth [Betty] Bermingham,
Knocklyon
Catherine McGrane, Beverly
Peter Rosenberg, Mount Alton Court
Michael Scanlon, Cremorne
Vera Byrne, Knocklyon Grove
Ciarán McDonagh, Orlagh Green
Desmond Rutledge, Orlagh Downs
Elizabeth McCormack, Westbourne
Lodge
Andrew Sinnott, Lansdowne Park
Rosemary Brennan, Lansdowne Park
Tom Wilson, Lansdowne Park
Philomena Renwick, Beverly Drive
Noel Cooney, Stillorgan
Barry McKiernan, Scholarstown Park
Michael McGinn, Coolamber Park

Margaret Clarke, Lansdowne Park
Frank Murray, Knocklyon Heights
Gerard Dunne, Ferncourt Green,
Firhouse
Mary Butler, Rossmore Crescent,
Templeogue
Maura Glennon, Glenvara Park
Betty Collins, Delaford Lawn
Anne Beggan, Orlagh Rise
Joe Rodgers, Glenvara Park
Anne [Nancy] Morgan, Coolamber
Park
Frank McCourt, Knocklyon Road
Lily Morris, Knocklyon Park
Jacinta Donnelly, Woodstown Rise

Dara Clifford/Chanelle Moynagh, Kilakee
Robert Porter/Anna Doran, Glenvara Park
Seán Gibbons/Erika Pounch, Pine Lodge
Thomas Reilly/Louise Cleere, Ballycullen

JUNIOR INFANTS 2020
SCHOLARSTOWN
FAMILY PRACTICE

“Working in the community for over 25 years”
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 6.30pm
Phone 01-4936711

www.scholarstownfamilypractice.com

Nurse Catriona Keye R.G.N. Dip N.S. RNP
Specialises in Travel Vaccines, Fertility,
Family Planning/Contraception, Wound Management,
Childhood Immunisations.
Men B vaccine and also Chicken Pox vaccine
Registered Nurse Prescriber: Prescribing
Contraception, Asthma, Antibiotics, General Illnesses
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Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna
After lots of hard work in the first
term, the students had great fun
on the last day before the midterm break and came to school in
fancy dress. The costumes were
super and the Múinteoirí dressed
up too. We sadly had to say
goodbye that day to Múinteoir
Everyone was delighted to get
back to school in Gaelscoil
Chnoc Liamhna at the end of
August! The Naíonáin Bheaga
were especially great - starting
off their big school journey and
heading in through the gates by
themselves on their first day and
every day since. We are all so
proud of them.

Máire and Múinteoir Eibhlín who
retired, and will both be greatly
missed! We had music and fun in
the clós to bid farewell to them
and , as you can see from the
pictures, some beautiful cakes
made by our local baker
Scrummy Mummy Cakes.

BINGO Ballyboden St Endas

To all our Ballyboden St Endas Bingo followers , we wish you all the best in these
challenging times.
And here's to a Very Happy Christmas for 2020.
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JOE CLANCY
S O L I C I T O R S Rathfarnham
commissioner for oaths Village
House Purchases
& Sales
Motor Accidents
Wills

Tel: 492 0464
Scholarstown
Family Practice
wishes all its Patients,
Staff
and Friends a happy
Christmas and Prosperous
New Year
Physiotherapy 493 7801 Surgery 493 6711

Paul Clancy
Pilates & Barre & Yoga
Online classes &
Personal Training & Reformer
Morning classes at Iona Centre
Very Experienced Teacher
Phone Paul 087 678 5898,
Instagram.com/paulclancytraining
www.paulclancy.net

Picture books and books
for early readers.
Check them out now at
www.conniejessop.com
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REDIHEAT

Heating & Plumbing KNOCKLYON
SERVICING & REPAIR OF GAS &
OIL BURNERS AND APPLIANCES

GAS & OIL BOILER REPLACEMENT & UPGRADES
RGII, OFTEC & SEAI REGISTERED, FULLY INSURED.
CERTS ISSUED
ALL PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN,
EMAIL:rediheatltd.bs@gmail.com

WEB: www.rediheatheatingandplumbingltd.weebly.com
LINK : www.knocklyonnetwork.com

Call Brian 087 2874131 / 493 5408

